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D2 discloses two "virtual patient" web sites. The second site borrows the concept of a Tamagotchi wherein a user of 
the site cares for a virtual diabetic by monitoring blood glucose levels of the virtual patient and administers medication 
The purpose of this site is to educate and promote awareness of disease management. 

D3 discloses a multimedia Virtual Medical Trainer which presents sounds and graphics of trauma patients. The user of 
the system is presented with a simulated trauma patient with whom the user may interact in real time. The user can 
thereby learn and practice the conceptual skills necessary to care for real trauma patients. 

D4 discloses a web-based anatomy atlas that presents text, 2-D, and 3-D graphics of human anatomy via the internet. 

D5 describes a virtual reality system for displaying 3-D anatomical models for teaching anatomy. 

D6 discloses a prescription management system for use by physicians to help them maintain current information on 
available prescription medications. 

D7 discloses an interactive medical training system wherein graphical depictions of surgical procedures are presented to 
the user, and comments or questions about the procedure are also presented. 

D8 discloses a virtual reality simulator for practicing surgical procedures. The simulator displays graphics of the 
simulated procedure as well as tactile feedback on simulated surgical implements. 

D9 teaches a computer system for generating a 3-D graphic model of a patient's heart which uses electrocardiagram, 
electromyogram, and electroencephalogram data to simulate the behaviour of the organ. 

D10 discloses a method and system for automatically rendering video animations from a storyboard. 
Independent Claims: 

Claim 1 defines a method of generating an animation of the effects of illness or medical treatment on a living body 
using storyboards reviewed by medically qualified personnel. The use of storyboards as the basis for authoring 
animation sequences is well known, and as disclosed in D10 systems for automatically generating animations from 
storyboards are also known. If the purpose of the animation is to present accurate medical or anatomical information 
(see D3, D4, D5, D7, or D8 for example) then it is self evident that the animations would need to be authored and/or 
reviewed by medically qualified personnel. Claim 1 lacks an inventive step over D10 when read in obvious 
combination with any of D3, D4, D5, D7, or D8. 

Claim 16 is not novel having been disclosed in D3, D7, D8 and D9. 

Claim 32 is not novel having been disclosed in D3 and D7. 

Dependent Claims: 

Claims 2, 3, and 8 define that the storyboard and images are reviewed by a medical advisory board. This adds nothing 
inventive to the combined disclosures of D10 and any of D3, D4, D5, D7, or D8. 

Claims 4, 5, 6, and 7 define authorship preferences only and add nothing inventive to the combined disclosures of D10 
and any of D3, D4, D5, D7, or D8. 

Claims 9, 12, 13 and 14 define common aspects of graphics rendering systems and therefor add nothing inventive to the 
combined disclosures of D10 and any of D3, D4, D5, D7, or D8. 
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Part of the system disclosed in D7 allows users to interactively watch video footage of surgical procedures. Such 
surgical procedures will show the effect of the treatment during the surgical procedure. Claims 1 1 and 25 therefor lack 
an inventive step. 

Claims 26 and 27 define common features of a computer graphics system and therefor add nothing to claim 16. 
D9 discloses rendering the heart in 3D. Claim 28 is therefor disclosed. 

The systems disclosed in D3, D7, D8 and D9 can all be displayed to a patient. Claims 29 and 30 are therefor not novel. 
Claim 40 lacks an inventive step over D3 or D7 when read in obvious combination with D6. 

Claim 41 lacks an inventive step over D3 or D7 because it adds only common features of a computer system to those 
disclosures. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Sheet (2)) 




PCT/AU00/00872 



THE CLAIMS: 



1 . A system for displaying visual images of a living being or part thereof. 

5 2. A system as claimed in claim 1, further including means for displaying visual images 
of the effect of disease, drugs, surgery or other treatment on said living being or part thereof. 

3. A system as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein said images are three-dimensional, and 
may be viewed from any selected direction, angle, cross-section or other view point. 

10 

4. A system as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said system further includes 
audio and/or text messages associated with said visual images. 

5. A system for displaying simulated visual images of a living being such as the human 
1 5 body or a part thereof and the effect of disease, drugs, surgery or other treatment thereon, 

including: 

a computer having a processor, input means, display means, 

a first data storage means to provide data representative of visual images of the 
human body or a part thereof, and, 
20 a second data storage means to provide data representative of the effect of 

disease, drugs, surgery or other treatment on said living being or part thereof, 
wherein, in response to input data entered by an operator into said input means, said 
processor, utilising data from at least one of said data storage means, formulates and displays 
simulated visual images of the effects of diseases, drugs, surgery or other treatment on said 
25 living being or part thereof on said display means. 

6. A system as claimed in claim 5, wherein either one or both of said data storage means 
are provided at a remote location, communication therewith being via modem or the like on a 
communication carrier. 
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7. A system as claimed in claim 6, wherein communication between said database(s) and 
said computer is via the Internet. 

8. A system as claimed in any one of claims 5 to 7, further including an integrated 
5 professional hardware/software package, for example, for a medical practitioner, including one 

or more of electronic drug databases, prescription software, Medicare processing, hospitals on- 
line, daily medical bulletins, specialists, research data, educational institutions, on-line 
publications, on-line banking, practice management advice, patient records, appointments, daily 
schedules, medical conferences, travel bookings, taxation advice, etc. 

10 

9. A system as claimed in claim 8, including hardware and software including a PC or 
laptop computer, printers, modems, etc. 

10. A method of providing a visual image of a living being or part thereof, including the 
1 5 steps of: 

displaying a visual image or a selected living being or part thereof on a display device; 
selecting, via an input means, a disease, drug, surgery or other treatment to be applied 
to image of said living being or part thereof; 

processing said inputted information using a processor, and utilising a database 
20 representing disease, drug, surgery or other treatment data including its effects on a living being 
or part thereof; 

displaying on said display device a visual image of selected living being or part thereof 
illustrating the effect of said applied disease, drug and/or surgery. 

25 11. A method as claimed in claim 10, further including the step of: 

selecting an alternative direction, angle, magnification, cross-section or other viewpoint 
from which said visual image is viewed. 
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12. A method of using a system for displaying visual images of a human body or part 
thereof, including the steps of: 

selecting a body system, from a group including (but not limited to) gastrointestinal, 
endocrine, genitrourinary, respiratory, sensory and skin systems; 
5 selecting the display of a healthy condition of said body system, or of a body system 

having the effect of disease(s), drug(s), surgery or other treatment thereon; and, 

viewing said selected display. 



13. A method as claimed in claim 1 2, wherein, when the display of a disease is selected, the 
10 method includes the further steps of: 

selecting the display of drug treatments, surgical treatments and other treatments 
associated with said disease. 



14. A method as claimed in claim 12 or 13, further including the steps of: 

1 5 selecting presentations for display on a visual display unit, including presentations 

relating to: 

the effects of particular drugs; 

the results of medical research findings; and, 

the procedure of surgery. 

20 

15. A method as claimed in any one of claims 12 to 14, further including the step of: 
selecting an information window, by for example, but not limited to, using hyperlinks 

or the like to retrieve further information relating to said human being or parts thereof or the 
effects of disease, drugs, surgery or other treatments thereon. 

25 

16. A method as claimed in any one of claims 12 to 15, including the steps of: 
entering a search criteria, such as, but not limited to, keywords, persons names, dates, 

etc., such that a data retrieval process is effected. 

30 17. A system for displaying visual images of a living being or part thereof, substantially as 
herein described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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18. A method of displaying visual images of a living being or part thereof, substantially as 
herein described. 

19. A method of using a system for displaying visual images of a human body or part 
thereof, substantially as herein described. 



